AMERICA   IMPERATRIX
interested in the checks and balances of its purely conti-
nental system.   But it proceeded steadily in the years be-
tween Waterloo and 1870.   Mainly unconscious, it resulted
from the vague urge of population, of adventurous pioneers
(for the Old World can show as many pioneer virtues as the
New—is not the New World itself a monument to Old-
World pioneering ?), of judicious traders in pursuit of export
markets, of mere patriotism  exhibited by enterprising
captains, who hoisted a flag and read a proclamation of
annexation in a circle of respectful natives,   The process
was scarcely observed by other Powers, though France was
stirred to emulation by a recollection of former colonial
ardours and the convenient proximity of Algeria.   It has
heen called, for want of a better name, imperialism; and it
rests undoubtedly on the desire to build an empire and on
a belief that the empire's law is best for all within its circle.
But the ideal which prompted it is something very different
from the crude ambitions of the Csesars and their less fortu-
nate imitators.   For it partakes largely of the humbler
aspirations of the exporting trader, of the desire of Manchester
to clothe the heathen in a sufficiency of Manchester goods,
of the doctor's and the missionary's faith in the superior
virtues of his own civilisation.   And there is this broad
distinction to be made between the imperialism of Cecil
Rhodes and that of Julius Caesar, that it flowed mainly to
the empty spaces of the earth ; its goal was Bulawayo rather
than the streets of Paris.
How far the world has gained or lost by a century of
British expansion there is no need to appraise. The process
of expansion is undoubted, and the beliefs behind it bear the
simple collective title of imperialism. In its later stages
the advance became a shade less confident. Where once the
world had seen a bold series of annexations and frontiers had
advanced quite unashamed, it began to observe the more
diffident method of the Sphere of Influence, of suzerainty,
of politely concealed Protectorates. No more the proc-
lamation in the awed circle of natives, the flag fluttering on

